Introduction

Agatha'. It was as if the love of which she had had to
divest herself (the love she felt for Harry's father) was
spiritually transferred to Harry; for she and Harry's
father knew that they must part, who had never been
truly together, and turn away from each other; she to
walk endlessly 'down a concrete corridor, in a dead air'
(II. ii. 188).

There was no scandal (II. i. 92). In due course Harry
was born and, in the years that followed, his brothers John
and Arthur were born too. After seven years of this life-
in-death, with uncommitted murder in his heart, Amy's
husband left her (II. iii. 17), travelled abroad and faded
out in solitude; we are told nothing of his death save that
he died when Harry was still a boy (II. i. 77-78).

Meanwhile Agatha, having renounced love, returned to
her academic life, accepted her spinsterhood, and gave her
great talent, the equal perhaps of Amy's, to the govern-
ment of a woman's Colleger Baulked of their humsn loves,
these two women had both given their energies to institu-
tions, and governed them with austere, undeviating
authority, each in her own way. Agatha governed a Col-
lege, Amy her family at Wishwood.

Amy's thoughts were now for the future; that meant the
future of Wishwood, the future of the Monchensey dyn-
asty; Harry must many. She must find him a suitable
wife. She picked on a young girl of a suggestible, sub-
missive nature, a remote cousin of her own, born about
1009 (I. i. 73), and not too rich; she would do. So Mary
was imported to Wishwood for her holidays while still a
little girl. She fell quietly and permanently in love with
Harry, as Amy had intended. Unhappily Harry had no
such feeling for her, and she knew herself unwanted; even
Amy did not really want her, as Mary humbly admitted;
she only wanted 'a tame daughter-in-law with very little
money, a house-keeper companion for her and Harry'
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